The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him.
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The Holy Family
All of us were born into a particular family. Waldot choose
our set of parents and siblings, which is very mdifterent
from our deliberate awareness of choosing our disenit was
Jesus’ Heavenly Father who chose Mary and Josepé ktis
Son’s earthly family. They provided the psycholagisecurity
of a home for the baby Jesus. They raised himnetito be
egocentric and selfish but a man for others evéhdgoint of
sacrificing and giving up his life on the crosshezoic and
courageous love indeed.
In the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians, hd:s&ut on
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentlsnpatience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one anotaerthe Lord
has forgiven you, so must you also do, but aboy@uat on
love which is the bond of perfection.” There wesddt; the
bond that makes the family holy is LOVE — COMPASHIO
which is not farfetched to think that it came iruatdance in the
Holy Family. It was within that family circle thdesus, as a
real human being like us, must have been first awad into
that powerful and amazing mystery of love.
The glue that keeps a family together is compassibich
literally means “to feel with the other,” to entes it were, into
the feelings of the other. What might the worldkdike from
the point of view of the other, that is “to walkhis shoes,” to
identify with the other. As a student, one teadbkt me that |
should not outright judge and dismiss the writinfja thinker
without first entering into his “world” and figureut what feel-
ings and passions gave rise to his perspective.
A mere collection of people waiting for a bus rideot a fam-
ily, neither is an aggregate of people eating tafeteria. What
makes us a family is not only the feeling of intaypar sense of
belonging but much more, the constant reassurdvatend6 mat-
ter what, we are loved, accepted unconditionajtpreciated
and respected? That is why we have family reuniansiver-
sary celebrations and festive gatherings becausgaméto
relive and rekindle again and again that family@phere we
call home.
The family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was calledy;hoot
only because there was a palpable homey atmospghérmore
so because their love for each other was subostirata
greater love, that is, God's love. Their love wdgated in a
higher context, God'’s inclusive and universal |émehuman-
ity. Mary, with so much love for her son, undecst@and ac-
cepted the self-sacrificing act of Christ on the$3rbecause
she submitted her love for her son to God’s grdate for all.
Joseph, put up all pains and inconveniences angeditbe
Angel's commands because his love for the BabysJasd
Mary was within the greater horizon of God’s loude has to
protect the Baby at all cost so that he would He &bfulfill his
mission as foretold by the prophets.
Jesus surely loved Mary and Joseph, yet his losi#uated in a
much greater context, that is to do the Fatherlb-wso He had
to leave the comforts of home, because his foodtavds the
will of the ONE who sent him. A single needy suorth
saving, because the truth is, all of us belongdd’'&family, no
wonder, when Jesus looked at the poor, the sintrersn-
firmed, the lowly — he always looked at them witnpassion
— because we are all his family. A Family becomaly and
the bond gets stronger as it subordinates lovarofly to the
greater love of God.

La Sagrada Familia
Todos nosotros nacimos en una familia en particlar
elegimos nuestro grupo de padres y hermanos, guees
diferente de nuestra conciencia deliberada deredegiiestros
amigos. Fue el Padre Celestial de Jesus quied eliflaria 'y
José para ser la familia terrenal de su Hijo. Babah la
seguridad psicolégica de un hogar para el bebé&.Jes(criaron
bien para no ser egocéntrico y egoista, sino cantmombre para
otros hasta el punto de sacrificarse y entregaidsuen la cruz,
un amor heroico y valiente.
En la Carta de San Pablo a los Colosenses, digmddh
compasion sincera, bondad, humildad, manseduméacenxia,
soportandose unos a otros y perdonandose unossa ©dmo el
Sefior te ha perdonado, asi también debes hacertospbre
todo, vistete con el amor que es el vinculo detéepcion. "Ahi
lo tenemos, el vinculo que hace santa a la faegiAMOR -
COMPASION, que no es descabellado para creo queerin
abundancia en la Sagrada Familia. Fue dentro deires#o
familiar que Jesus, como un ser humano real corsotras, debe
haber sido despertado por primera vez en ese Emlgro
asombroso misterio de amor.
El pegamento que mantiene unida a la familia estapasion,
gue literalmente significa "sentir con el otro"rgantrar, por asi
decirlo, en los sentimientos del otro. ¢ Como savarmundo
desde el punto de vista del otro, es decir "cangnasus zapatos
para identificarse con el otro? Como estudiantenaastro me
dijo que no deberia juzgar y descartar por compbet@scritos
de un pensador sin entrar primero en su "munda@&sgubrir qué
sentimientos y pasiones dieron lugar a su persfecti
Una mera coleccion de personas que esperan urevigatobis
no es una familia, ni tampoco un grupo de persqnascomen en
una cafeteria. Lo que nos hace una familia noled@sensacion
de intimidad o sentido de pertenencia, sino mucés, fia
constante seguridad de que no importa qué, somadaan
aceptados incondicionalmente, apreciados y respet&s por
eso que tenemos reuniones familiares, celebracimes
aniversario y reuniones festivas porque queremasire
reavivar unay otra vez ese ambiente familiar taradmos
hogar.
La familia de Jesus, Maria y José fue llamada &anb solo
porque habia una atmdsfera hogarefia palpablegis@in
porque el amor mutuo estaba subordinado a un amgomes
decir, el amor de Dios. Su amor estaba situadmerontexto
mas elevado, el amor inclusivo y universal de Rias la
humanidad. Maria, con tanto amor por su hijo, camgit y
acepto el acto abnegado de Cristo en la Cruz p@aguetio su
amor a su hijo al mayor amor de Dios por todos2 Josso todos
los dolores e inconvenientes y obedecié los maretztos del
Angel porque su amor por el Nifio Jesls y Marigbesti@ntro del
horizonte mas grande del amor de Dios. El tienepnateger al
bebé a toda costa para que pueda cumplir su nasid lo
predijeron los profetas.
Jesus seguramente amaba a Maria y a José, permsasta
situado en un contexto mucho mas amplio, que e leac
voluntad del Padre, por lo que tuvo que dejar dasarlidades del
hogar, porque su comida era hacer la voluntaduekqvio. él.
Vale la pena salvar a una sola alma necesitadaieda verdad
es que todos nosotros pertenecemos a la famillaate no es de
extrafiar, cuando Jesus mir6 a los pobres, los pezsdos
enfermos, los humildes, siempre los mir6 con compaporque
son toda su familia Una familia se vuelve santhwreulo se
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The Sorpresa Concert
January 5, 2017
(Friday)
7PM in the Church
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This is a sing-out of the
different choirs of the
parish
in line with the spirit of
joy, love and peace of
OOO000000A®season of Christmas
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mass on January 5
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Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Mass



